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their heads. Satin slippers. Kid gloves. Prayerbook bound in mother-
of-pearl. Rosary with a gold chain and crucifix of gold.

The prayerbook they were not always able to read. Early in the
nineteenth century Tollenare observed that "there are many parents
who do not wish their daughters to learn to read and write."232 But
the parents of others would entrust them to the retreats, where they
learned to read, to sew, and to pray. In the retreat that the great
Bishop, Azeredo Coutinho, founded in Pernambuco-that of Our
Lady of Glory-they also learned to deal with slaves in a Christian
manner, as "brothers and sisters of the same father." The "necessities
of some and the slavery of others, imposed by human laws, or as a
penalty for their crimes, or by way of preserving them from a greater
evil" was the thing that set up this "accidental inequality."233 Many
Brazilian ladies, however, became baronesses and viscountesses under
the Empire without ever having seen the inside of a retreat. Some of
them were illiterate; others smoked like backwoodsmen, spitting on
the ground; while others would have the teeth of female slaves pulled
out upon the slightest suspicion that their husbands might be trifling
with a Negro woman.

This in the nineteenth century. One can imagine what it must
have been like in the other centuries, in the sixteenth, the seventeenth,
and the eighteenth. In the eighteenth century an Englishwoman who
had come to Brazil found the situation of women to be horrible there.
They were ignorant and bigoted and did not even know how to dress.
For to judge from what Mrs. Kindersley tells us, and she was no
Parisienne herself, our feminine forebears of the seventeenth century
must have been clad in a manner that would shame a female monkey:
calico skirt, flower-embroidered blouse, velvet bodice, and fillet. And
to crown these horrors, much gold, many necklaces, bracelets, combs.
The young ladies and little girls were not ugly; but Mrs. Kindersley
noted that Brazilian women aged quickly, their faces thereupon turn-
ing a sickly yellow.234

This, assuredly, was the result of the many sons they bore their
husbands, of the morose, melancholy, indolent life they led inside the
home; for when they went out, it was only in the hammock, under
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